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2
AN ORDINANCE relating to and regulating sewage disposal
systems, providing for Certificates of Competency for
Sewage Disposal System Designers and Sewage Disposal
System Installers, requiring permits, defining offenses,
providing penalties and amending Resolution No. 22873.

3

4

5
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

6
Section 1. DEFINITIONS. Certain words and phrases in this ordi-

7
nance, unless otherwise clearly indicated by their context, shall mean as follows:

8
APPROVED. Approved in writing by the Director of Public Health.

9
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH: The Director of the Seattle-King County

.10 Department of Public Health or his authorized 

representative.

11

12

13

14

15

-
16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

,'. 29

30

31

32

c::,_

SANITARY DRAINAGE SYSTEM. The piping which conveya sewage from plumb-

ing fixtures to a public sewer or private sewage disposal system.

SEWAGE. Any liquid or liquid-borne waste from the ordinary living pro-

cesses, or liquid or liquid-borne waste which contains animal or vegetable matter

in suspension or solution, or liquid or liquid-borne waste which may contain

chemical in solution, and which may be lawfully discharged into a public sani-

tary sewer.

SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM. Sani tary drainage sys terns, sep tic tanks,

leaching pits, surface and sub-surface leaching filter beds, and appurtenances;

or other approved facilities for the disposal of sewage by means other than

through a public sewer.

REPAIR. The replacement, addition, or alteration of a septic tank,

distribution box, tight line, or other appurtenances to an existing individual

sewage disposal system, and including any replacement, addition, or alteration

to a sub-surface disposal field where at least a portion of the original sub-

surface disposal field is used.

RESIDENT OWNER OR INTENDED RESIDENT OWNER. A person who constructs not

more than one residence in anyone year for his own occupancy.

Section 2. Enforcement: The Director of Public Health shall enforce

this ordinance; he may adopt rules and regulations consistent with this ordi-

nance, and he may enter any building or premises at any reasonable time to per-

form any of the duties imposed on him by this ordinance.
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Section 3. Retroactivity: This ordinance 
shall not apply to any work

2 on a sewage disposal system for which a permit had been issued by the Director of

3 Public Health, and which permit was valid and existing at the time of adoption of

4 this ordinance, but any such work shall be subject to applicable resolutions

5 existing at the time such permit was issued.

6 Section 4. Designers Certificate:

7 l. It is unlawful to engage in business as a Sewage Disposal System

8 Designer without a currently valid Sewage Disposal System Designers Certificate

9 of Competency, as provided for in this ordinance, or a currently valid State of

10 Washington Sanitary or Civil Engineers license.

11 2. The fee for a Sewage Disposal System Designer's Certificate of

12 Competency shall be fifty dollars ($50.00) per year.

13 3. The fee for the Sewage Disposal System Designers' examination shall

14 be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) payable in advance and not refundable. Separate,

15 special examinations shall be given to 
those licensed designers desiring to

'r
design dosing systems or plats. The fees for these examinations shall be ten16

17 dollars ($lO.OO) each, payable in advance and not refundable.

18 4. The Director of Public Health may suspend or revoke any Sewage

19 Disposal System Designers Certificate of Competency if, after a hearing, he shall

20 find incompetency, negligence, misrepresentation, or failure to comply with this

21 ordinance or the rules and regulations of the Director of Public Health adopted

22 pursuant to this ordinance.

23 5. Sewage Disposal System Designers Certificates of Competency shall

24 expire December 3l of each year.

25 Section 5. Installers Certificate:

26 l. It is unlawful to engage in business as a Sewage Disposal System

27 Installer without a currently valid Sewage Disposal System Installers Certificate

28
of Compe tency .

29 2. The fee for a Sewage Disposal System Installers Certificate of Com-

30
petency shall be one hundred dollars ($lOO.OO) per year.

31
3. Prior to the issuance of a commercial installers Certificate of

32
Compe tency, the app licant muS t provide a surety bond approved as to form by the
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King County Prosecuting Attorney in the sum of One Thousand Dollars ($l,OOO.OO)

2 running to King 
County , Washington, executed by a surety company authorized to

3 do business in the State of Washington. The bond shall be conditioned that the

4 holder of the Certificate of Competency and his agents in performing work gov-

5 erned by the' ordinance .shall exercise all reasonable care and skill and shall

6 ,fmlly comply with all provisions of this ordinance pertaining to sewage disposal.

7 4. Application for a Sewage Disposal System Installers Certificate of

8 Competency shall be made to the Director of Public Health, who may examine the

9 applicant, aad may deny the application if in his judgement the applicant is not

10 qualified to install sewage disposal systems.

11 5. The Director of Public Health may suspend or revoke any Sewage

12 Disposal System Installers Certificate of Competency if, after a hearing, he

13 shall find incompe tency, negligence, misrepresentation, or failure to comp ly

,14 with this ordinance or the rules and regulations of the director of Public

15 Health adopted pursuant to this ordinance.
'r

6. Sewage Disposal System Installers Certificates of Competency shall16

17 expire December 31 of each year.

18 Section 6. Permits:

19 l. It is unlawful to construct, install, repair or alter a sewage

20 disposal system without a sewage disposal system permit.
Such permit shall be

posted on the building or premises where the work permitted is being done, be-

22 fore the work is begun, ann unless revoked, shall not be removed until such work

21

23 has been finally approved by the Director of Public Health.

24 2. The fee for a sewage disposal system permit shall be fifteen

25 dollars ($15.00) for such system serving a single family residence, or twenty-

26
five 'dollars ($25.00) for any other such system.

27 3. Application for a sewage disposal system permit shall be made to

28
the Director of Public Health, who may deny the application if in his judgement

29
the physical featÙres of property on which it 

is proposed to locate the sewage

30
disposal system, or the design of the proposed sewage disposal system, are not

31
adequate for safe operation of such system.

32
4. Application for a sewage disposal system permi t shall be supported

-3-
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2 (a) A completely dimensioned plot plan, drawn to scale, showing direc-

3 tion of surface drainage, approxima te slope, and 0 ther topograph-

4 ical features relevant to the design and installation of an ade-

5 quate and efficient sewage disposal system.

6 (b) Construction plans and specifications.

7 (c) A 
log of soil formation and ground water level as determined by

8 test holes in the proposed disposal field.

9 (d) A statement of absorption characteristics of the soil as deter-

10 mined by percolation tests made in the proposed disposal field.

11 (e) Such other information as the Director of Public Health may

12 require.

13 Provided, however, that Paragraph 4, Items (a), (b), (c), and (d), are

14 not applicable when application is made for a sewage disposal permit for repairs

15 to an existing system.
'r
16 5. Sewage disposal system permi ts shall expire one year from date of

17 issue.

18 Section 7. Where Required: Every plumbing fixture and every sanitary

19 drainage system not connected to a public sewer, or not required by law to be

20 connec ted to a public sewer, shall be connected to a private sewage disposal

21 system.

22 Section 8. Location: Sewage Disposal Systems shall be located on the

23 same lot as the buildings they are designed to serve, or, if an easement there-

24 for is obtained and recorded, on other property if approved by the Director of

25 Public Health.

26 Sec tion 9. Design:

27 1. Sewage disposal systems shall be designed by a Sewage Disposal

28 System Designer, certificated as provided in this ordinance, or by a Sanitary

29
or Civil Engineer licensed by the State of Washington, except that a resident

30
owner, or intended resident owner may personally design a system for his own

31
single family residence, provided he designs not more than one system in any

32
one calendar year. The fee for plan review of the design shall be $lO.OO.

-4-
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2. Design of sewage disposal systems shall be such as to accommodate

2 all sewage from the buildings and premises to be served, and in accordance with

3 this ordinance and the rules and regulations of the Director of Public Health

4 adopted pursuant to this ordinance. The type of system shall be determined by

5 location, soil 
porosity , ground water level and other relevant conditions.

6 Section 10 Construction Installation Or Repair:

7 l. Sewage disposal systems shall be constructed, installed or repaired

8 only by a Sewage Disposal System Installer, certificated as provided in this

9 ordinance, except that a resident owner, or intended resident owner may person-

10 ally construct, install or repair a systém for his own single family residence,

11 provided he constructs not more than one system in anyone calendar year.

12 2. Construction, installation or repair of sewage disposal systems

13 shall be such as to accommodate all sewage from the buildings and premises to

14 be served, and in accordance with this ordinance and the rules and regulations

15 of the Director of Public Health adopted pursuant to this ordinance. No down-
..
16 spout or footing drain shall be directly or indirectly connected to a sewage

17 disposal system, and sewage disposal systems shall be so constructed and in-

18 stalled that surface water or ground water will not interfere with the operation

19 of such system.

20 Section 11. Inspection:

21 ' l. Any work done on a sewage disposal system, and any material used,

22 may be inspec ted by the Direc tor of Pub lic Hea 1 th a t any reasonab le time, and

23 if he shall find that any work done, or material used, is not in accordance with

24 this ordinance or with the rules and regulations of the Director of Public Health

25 adopted pursuant to this ordinance he may revoke the permit for the work, or he

26 may notify the owner or installer to make such changes in the work as he shall

27 specify, and if such changes are not made within a reasonable time, the Director

28 of Public Health shall then revoke the permit and it shall be unlawful to use

29 such sewage disposal system.

30 2. When the work of constructing or installing a sewage disposal

31 system has been otherwise completed, it shall be left open and uncovered, and

32
the owner shall be notified and he shall cause an inspection of such work and

-5-
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such sys tern to be made by a designer. When the work of repairing a sewage

2 disposal system has been completed under a waiver of design as provided for ,in

3 Section 6.4, it shall be left open and uncovered and the owner shall be notified

4 and he shall call for 
an inspection of such work and such system to be made by

5 the Director ~f Public Health.

6 3. If upon inspection by him following work on a sewage disposal

7 system, a designer shall find that such work or system is not in accordance with

8 this ordinance, he shall so notify the owner who shall cause such changes in

9 the work as are specified by the designer, and shall then again notify a de-

10 signer that such work is ready for inspection.

11 4. When upon inspection by him following work on a sewage disposal

12 system, a designer shall find that such work and system are in accordance with

13 this ordinance, he shall so certify to the Director of Public Health, and shall

14 submit to the Director of Public Health with such certification, a detailed

15 "as-built" drawing of such system.
,.'
1'6 Section l2. Approval:

17 1. Within a reasonable time after receipt 
of certification by a de-

18 signer that work done on a private sewage disposal system, and such system,

19 is in accordance with this ordinance, the Director of Public Health shall

20 approve or disapprove thereof.

21 2. If the Director of Public Health shall disapprove such work or

22 system, he shall so notify the owner, stating his reasons for such disapproval,

23 and it shall then be unlawful to use such system.

24 3. If the Director of Public Health shall finally approve such work

25 and such system, he shall so notify the owner, and then such work shall be

26 covered, and such sys tem may be used.

27 Sec tion 13. Maintenance: Sewage disposal systems shall be maintained

28 in accordance with this ordinance and the rules and regulations of the Direc tor
29 of Public Health adopted pursuant to this ordinance, and no sewage disposal

30 system shall be used which directly or indirectly discharges upon the surface

31 of the ground or into any waters within the County unless the contents of such

32 system have been subjected to approved purification and bactericidal treatment.

-6-

E'
').'

~" " ,- '" '._.i_.._.._.... ..~,'.



..

" ,

c,
",

~'! ..

1

") 931

v0L 7 rRME, 747

Section 14. Penalty: Anyone violating or failing to comply with this

2 ordinance, or any lawful rule of the Director of Public Health pursuant thereto,

3 upon convic tion thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not more than two hundred

4 .. fifty dollars ($ 250.00), or by imprisonment for not more than ninety (90)

5 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment, and each day that anyone shall

6 ,continue to violate or fail to comply with this ordinance shall be a separate

7 offense.

8 Section 15. Severability: Should any part of this ordinance be de-

9 clared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such declaration shall not

10 affect the validity of the remainder.

11 Section 16..-, Effective Date: This ordinance shall be in full force

12 and effec t on and af ter same day.

13

14

15
the

".
16

17

18

19

20

21 ATTEST:

22 /~)-~---
23

--

~_-: -':......' "

24
Cler of the

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

PASSED by the Council at a regular meeting thereof on
J

/ 1/ ~()¿ day of
/rl

(/(CA'__~A:,-r /-t

/f
KING/ COUNTY COUNCIL
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

7/, 19

, '''-j ,) ,. Î C
I' c-"-j~,,., .7---;....)".p -(,... .. .~ ":.- t (. 1- 'L ----.-

Chairman

/
..

APPROVED this /771, , 19 7/day of
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10,. the Stat o~,~~a8iæ~~'t,..; :~.l "Jf~, '~1~f~;M~~~ tha tb bo14. of th
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t.etency ihlll be "-N\l to the Dlrector of Pulll1c Heaith, wh ..y __1M tile .ppli-,; ;¿. ''¡ À,l.J ~
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Such other inf01'ation ai the Director of Public Health may

l)'~ e;. . 'j ¡. it..
require.

tlÌt Paragraph 4, It.i (a), (b), (e), and (i) _re DOt,; ',~~(rr" i ';'~) ~,?~\. ! ~~ . "'".~ ,: . i"
Prvided, hoever,

~~~; 'lvt-"'!1':" ',"', 'tt!",(; , ',:.; ": '" ' ~' " ,) ~ ,; ',n¡", " ,
applicable when apllcatieD Ii made for a ..age dispiai p.mlt for upairi to 8f
i(? 9j~.ft?d::~;)~ lé..1;. ,..,~:i;~ ~:.. '~': ,':l~~
existing iyst..

~:;,t~~.¡~.~.t~"ì;;'y¡t_ p-ilti sball apire oae "'_1' fro. date .f
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Dected to . public ...1'; ahl1 be co.ectad to . prlvete i..age dlapi.i i,ite.

't~ tt~i~ '¥'';~il;'J)i\1,,~,,-;r¡ h,:. ';',~' '~",''',' 'z:, ,¡,,' :." ,: ", ,~" :"';"" 'l:
Sectlqll I.. Loè8lløn. Seiie Dlspi.l ivst.i ihlll be locited 08 th.

n. .-l.¡'t -- ~ ~ \.?~;:' 'f. '~:'i' .:.' ~

H

n

l!

iJ
I:'

;j

¡;¡

~'

¡,I
1,1

ii

~ I

i

i;.f

l
,

i 1 . ~
It¡

ì,
I

,

;1'

itl
,

iI!

i,
:i

Cì'~,1f:;,i!1'~ .(,;, l~ij t~Ü\~i1. Ji:ü";: ~"',: : "'f;"1',' "l" ,L,;., ;, :'" ~, '(,' '\
I._ lot as the bUllcilagl the ,1" d.ilgftte to .el'e, or, 1f an .....t therefor
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Public He_lth.

5;ctGl¡~~9~);";~;tpn~

::5:' :..~ ~:)';';''' _':¡ ~.; ,,,~,~, f..;'t: ..

;'.....;;; '"~ ..5; .'.:~¡.~~' ,/.¡tti$f':;~;ì:.t.;i
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1. Sewage di.,._1 iyst.. ihall be cle.lgnec' by . seage ni,po._l sýit_
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2. If the Director of Public Health shall disappzove such iirk or .yst_,

he shall $0 notify the owner, stating hi. reasons for such disapproval, and it shall

then be unlawul to use iuch systea.

3. If the Db'ector of Public Health shall finally applOve such work aDd

iuch Syit., be shll so notify the o.er, and then iuch work ahall be oevered. iad

8\ch iyat. aay .. .....

,e4¡'''.¡,4i,1.''",ftce. Seage dispsal iyat.s iball De ..tAt.iAed 1ft
'::,;:~..ki Y:tJ 'I;; '1~ / ,i; ,l. ,¡. . ; -', " ~

IGcô%Caace with tld 2uoiutlon ud tla rues and reglatto.. of the Director of
~. :G~" ,l-it ).'. '~í_'" f":"::i.
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ibell .. used ~~~i,,~l-i"ct1y, dl.chll.~ ...tli~ii~ii"~l~,,f the ,MuDd
or 1A oy ..f~í~~~~G)~~~,'d,W4..' tl ,co...~t.:~l",+u~~)~~t~:hlYe beeR
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L/~~ltiC1l;t,i1 '!-~ / . '..( _~:.~. " .', ,', :,," i' , . ,",' "'. ~),'-, ,,;:1.. -I
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~ ' ~'"1. \ ~,.. ,'" ¡~' (, i -. ,':.,,"
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fill to ..ly with tbii r...lutlen ihll .. ¡. eèrlte offeni..

S.eti9n l!'. S.era-liity. S~lCl _y,pltt ~f' tl~" r~.IO~'floR he declll'ed
'" " -r _. '."~ . ~
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SEATTLE-KING COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

RULES AND REGULAT IONS FOR CONSTRUCT I ON AND I NSTALLAT I ON

OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS

AUTHORIZED BY KING COUNTY ORDINANCE #931

REVISED SEPTEMBER, 1972

SECTION 1. BUILDING SEWER.

A. Pipe used for constructIon for a building sewer beyond the building
plumbing shall be a minimum of four Inches Inside diameter and
of cast-Iron. vitrified-clay, concrete or plastIc whIch complies
with the current U.S. Department of Commerce Commercial Standards
for the partIcular pipe Involved or of asbestos-cement or plastic
approved by the Seattle-KIng County Department of PublIc Health.

B. ConstructIon of the building sewer lIne shaii be such as to
secure water-tIght Joints and It snal i be on a grade of not less
than 1/8 Inch per foot.

C. No TIs or 90-degree ells shall be oerriitted !n the buIldIng sewer
line and all 45-degree ells shall have accessible cleanouts.

D. Building sewers of 4-lnch diameter shall have cleanouts installed
at Intervals of not more than 50 feet and sewers of 6-lnch dIameter
and larger shall have cleanouts Installed at Intervals of not
more than 100 feet.

SECTION 2. SEPTIC TANK.

A. Before septic tanks or grease traps may, be manufactured, con-
structed or sold on a commercial basIs for Installation In areas
under the JurisdIction of the department, plans must be submItted
and approved by the Director of PublIc Health. Such plans shall
show all dimensions, reinforcing, structural details and other
pertinent data as may be required. Approval may not be construed
or used In any manner to Imply endorsement of a product by the
department. Upon approval by the Director, the plans will be
assigned an officIal number. Plans shall also be submitted for
Individual bul It-In-place, septic tanks.

B. No pre-cast septIc tank shall be Installed on a commercial basis
except those which have been clearly and legibly marked on the
~pper surface of the lid showing the number assigned by the Director.

C. No metal septic tanks shall be manufactured or sold for installation
o r Ins t a I led. I, n are a sun d e r the J u r I s d I c t Ion 0 f the d e par t men t

except those which comply with the cur'rent Commercial Standards
of the U.S. D~partment of Commerce and carry the label of
Underwriters Laboratories.
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, " D. whether the

MInImum CapacItIes for SeptIc Tanks

Number of Bed rooms MInImum LIquId Capacity Below
Outlet Invert

(Gallons)
3 or 1... ....................................900

4. . . . . . . . '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 , 000

Each addItIonal bedroom, add..................250

2. When the antIcIpated dally waste load Is more than 1,500
gallons the minImum liquId capacIty of the tank shall be 75
percent,of the antIcipated load plus 1,125 gallons.

3. The lIquId depth of any tank or compartment thereof shall not
be less than 48 Inches nor shall a liquid depth greater than
seventy-two Inches be consIdered In determInIng septIc tank
capacIty.

4 . Aft erA u g u s t i., 1 9 7 3, all s e p tIc tan k sIn s t a lIe d 5 h all h a ve a
mInImum of two compartments or the equIvalent.

5. When multl-compartmeni tanks or two or more tanks In serIes
are used, the prImary compartment or tank shall not have a
lIquId capacIty of less than 600 gallons or less than two-
thIrds of total lIquId capacIty, whichever Is greater.

6. The mInImum lIquId capacity of a.tank receIvIng IntermIttent
use shall be determIned from the maximum expected dally waste
load.

,7. When the antIcIpated dariy waste load Is more than 14,500
gallons, a d Isposal sy~tem other than septIc tank and
dralnfleld shall be employed.

8. The connectIon of a guest house, mobIle home or garage
apartment toa system desIgned for a sIngle famIly resIdence
shall not be permItted.
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~ Construction: No septic tank may be manufactured or sold for installation,
or installed which does not comply with the following standards:

1. Septic tanks shall be constructed of sound and durable material not
subject to excessive corrosion or deterioration and shaJ.l be 1itertight
and constructed to prevent the entrance of rain water, surface drainage
or ground water.

2. Septic tanks must be provided with a manhole (minimum dimension - 18
inches) or removable cover for each compartment for septic tank inspection
and sludge removal, the inlet and outlet devices shall have removable
covers or properly placed manholes with a minimum diameter of 6 inches,
and the manhole cover or inlet and outlet covers shall have adequate
handles.

3. In each septic tank or septic tank compartment, the inlet baffle or
submerged pipe shall extend approximately six inches below the liquid
surface and above the liquid surface at least to the crown of the
inlet sewer.

4. In each septic tanK or septic tank compartment, the outlet baffle or
&ubmerqed pipe shall extend below the liquid level a distance approximately
equal to 28\ to 40\ of the liquid depth, and these baffles or pipes
shall extend at least 6 inches above the liquid level to provide for scum
storage.

5. septic tanks shall have at least one inch between the under side of the
top of the tank and top of inlet and outlet pipe or baffles to allow
the required ventilation of the tank and disposal field through the main
building vent stacks.

6. The invert of the iñlet pipe in each septic tank or septic tank compart-
ment must be at least three inches above the outlet invert.

G. Location of Septic Tank'

1. No septic tank shaii be located closer than five feet to a building line
or property line.

2. No septic tank shall be located under paving unless the manhole and
inspection holes are extended up through the paving and the manhole is
equipped wi th a locking-type cover.

,3. No septic tank manhole shall be located more than 24 inches below the
finished grade.

4. No septic tank or other receptacle for human excrement shall be
constructed, maintained, or used which directly or indirectly discharges
upon the surface of the ground, or into any waters of the state either
directly or indirectly, unless the contents of such sewage waste disposal
system or receptacle for human excrement are subjected to some recognized
treatment appróVed by the seattle-King county Department of Public Health.
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SECTION 3. DISTRIBUTION OF EFFLUENT.

A. No sewage waste disposal system shall be constructed or installed which does
not provide at the head of each disposa¡ field of 100 feet or more in total
length, a distribution box of sufficient size to accommdate the field lateral
lines. There shall be at least two lines.

B. No distribution box shall be manufactured, sold or installed which is not
constructed of durable, watertight materials and which is not equipped with
an adequate removable cover.

c. No distribution box shall be installed which does not provide equal flow of
effluent to all outlets. The distribution box shall be set on stable soil
or otherwise supported to prevent inisalignment.

D. No distribution box shall be constructed or installed wherein the inlet
invert is less than one inch above the level of the outlet inverts, nor
shall the outlet inverts be less than two inches above the floor of the
distribution box.

'E. No distribution box shall be installed which does not provide at least 30
inches of four-inch tightline from each outlet. There shall be no filter
material within 36 inches of the distribution box.

F. No pump, siphon or other effluent lifting or dosing device shall be installed
which is not approved by the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health.

SECTION 4. SUBSURFACE DISPOSAL FIELD.

.A. No subsurface field of 100 feet or more in total length shall be installed
unless each field lateral line is connected separately to a distribution
box ~r any lines be subdivided unless the effluent is Lorced into the lines
by means of pumps or other devices which have been individually approved in
wri ting by the Director.

B. No disposal field shall be constructed unless there has first been actual
percolation tests conducted on the site and in a manner as described else-
where to determine the required length of tile field.

C. No disposal field of more than 500 feet in total length shall be installed
which is not a part of a dosing-type system.

D. No disposal field of more than 1,000 feet in total length shall be installed
which is not provided with two dosing devices, each serving 

one-half of the

'disposal field.

E. No system of effluent distribution using pumps or other dosing devices shall
be permtted which does not limit the dosage at each puming interval to a
maimum of 75\ and a minimum of 60\ of thecëPacity of the draintile, nor
.hall .uch dosages exceed a time interval of ten minutes.
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F. No disposal field shall be installed in which all trenches are not of the
same approximate length.

G. No disposal field shall be installed or located which does not comply with
the following standards. All of the following clearance minimums shall be
measured from the center of the trench:

1. Minimum distance from building foundations shall be not less than ten
feet.

2. Minimum distance from the septic tank and property lines shall be not
less than five feet.

3. Minim~ distance from lakes, rivers, creeks, streams*, or wells shall not
be less .than one hundred feet..*

4. Minimum distance from public bathing areas shall be 100 feet on either
sal t or fresh water. * *

5. Minimum distance from salt water shall be fifty feet.**

6. Maximum length of individual lines shall not exceed 100 feet unless
effluent is forced into the lines by means of siphoning or pumping devices.

7. Minimum bottom width of trenches shall be 24 inches. Trench width in
excess of 24 inches may not be used in computation of absorption area
except by permission of the Director.

8. Minimum depth of not less than one foot of permeable soil below bottom
of trench.

9. Minimum grade of the bottom of drainfield trenches and drainfield lines
shall not be less than 2 inches per 100 feet.

10. Maximum grade of the bottom of drain field trenches and drainfield lines
shall not exceed six inches per 100 feet.

11. Maximum depth of cover over drainfield lines including the two inches
of filter material shall not exceed 24 inches except by special permission
of the Director.

12. Minimum depth of cover over fi1 ter material shall not be less than six
inches.

.NOTE: A stream is considered to be any open flow of water in channels, trenches
or ditches which discharges to a creek, river, lake or other State waters
and which has a continuous flow during the months of June through August.

**NOTE: If, in the judgment of the Director, the minimum distance is not sufficient
to prevent pollution of the lake, river, creek, stream, bathing 

beach or
well, a greater set back may be required. The opinion of the Director
shall be put in wri ting and 9i ven to the parties concerned.
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13. Minimum dèpth of filter material under drainfie1d lines shall be not
less than six inches.

14. Minimum dis tance from interceptor drains, footing drains, cut banks or
open ditches shall not be less than 15 feet. Where the bottom of such
drain, or bank, or ditch is below the level of the drainfie1d trench,
sufficient distance shall be maintained to prevent effluent from
surfacinç or polluting such drains or ditches.

1S. The amount of filter material over drainfield lines shall be not less
than two inches.

16. Filter material shall be washed gravel - size 3/8 inch to 1 1/2 inches.

17. Minimum distance between drainfie1d lines shall be not less than six
feet except that whenever average percolation rates exceed 10 min/inch,
the minimum distance between tile lines shall be eight feet., '

18. Minimum diameter of disposal drainfield shall be not lesB than four inches.

19. Minimum width of, open joints between lengths of tiles shall be not less
than 1/4 inch, nor more than 1/2 inch.

H. No disposal field shall be installed unless all open joints are protected, on
top, by strips ,of asphalt-treated building paper at least ten inches long
and three inches wide.

I. No disposal field shall be installed unless all bends and one length of tile
at each end of the bend are rigidly cemented together.

:i . No disposal field shall be installed unless grade boards set securely staked
in the bottom of the trench, shall be provided for the full length of all
drainfield lines in the center of the trench.

IC. No disposal field shall be in;talled which requires a change in grade and'
earth cover unless terracing is affected by the construction of a sui table
brick or concrete drop box or by use of bell tile with cemented or rubber
joints. Such installation shall have an earth dam 24 inches thick preceding
terracing.

L. No disposal system shall be installed unless the pipe lines between the septic
tank and the distribution box, under pavedareas, and within ten feet of 'any
buildings, shall be constructed of vitrified-clay, concrete, plastic, or
cast-iron pipe laid with water-tight joints which complies with current
standards of the u.s. Department of Commerce, or asbestos-cement approved by
Seattle-King County Department of Public Health.

1\. No disposal field shall be installld which, after installation of the gravel
o~r the tile, is not then covered with newspapers, shavings or other sui table'
aaterial before b.ackfilling.
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N. No dispos~l field shall be constructed, maintained, or used which
direct ly or ind irect ly discharges upon the surface of the ground,
or into any waters of the State either directly or indirectly un-
less the effluent from such disposal field is subjected to some
recognized treatment approved by the Seattle-King County Depart-
ment of Public Heal th.

o. No disposal field shall be installed under driveways, roadways,
paved areas or under areas subject to vehicular traffic except
by permission of the Director.

P. No disposal field and septic tank system shall be constructed,
maintained or used wherein the plumbing fixtures draining to the
system are not supplied wi th water under pressure from an approved
source. If water 'is to be provided from a private well a record-
ed protective covenant shall be required prohibiting, within 100
feet of the well, any of the following: cesspools, sewers, privies,
septic tanks, drainfields, or any other receptables for the dis-
posal of sewage.

Q. Drainfield lines within five feet of a water line shall be
closed joint without filter material.

R. Pipe used for construction of drainfie Id lilies shal 1 be a minimum
of 4 inches inside diameter and constructed of vi treous clay,
concrete, or plastic approved by Seattle-King County Departmentof Public Heal th. '

s. After the plumbing stub-out has been installed and prior to the
installation of the sewage disposal system, the designer shall
inspec t the site to de termine compa t i bi i i ty with his original
design criteria. Before an installation permit will be issued,
the Heal th Department shall be notified by the designer that
the pre-installa tion inspection is acceptable. In the event
the sewage disposal system must be installed prior to construc-
tion of the build~ng, waiver of the plumbing stub-out require-
ment may be made.

SECTION 5. AS-BUILT PLANS.

.~enever a designer or engineer is notified by an installer or owner
that a system is complete ly installed, the designer shall immediately
notify the Heal th Department. A completely scaled and dimensioned as-
bui1 t plan of the approved sewage disposal system shali be prepared
in triplicate by the designer bf the system on forms provided by the
Director. These forms shall then be signed by the designer and wi thin
ten days all three copies shall be forwarded with one copy of the
Sewage Disposal Permi t to the Director of Puh1ic Health. Whenever a
designer or engineer disapproves a system, he shall immediately notl-
~y the Health Department in writing or by calling the district sani-
tarian or supervi~or involved.
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The f 01 1 ow I n g p 1 an de t a I 1 5 wi 11 be r e quI red:

1. Location of the essential components of the sewage dlsposal
system Including all plumbing stub outlets, closed-Joint
tile between building and septic tank. closed-JoInt tile
between septic tank and dlst~lbutlon box, the distribution
box, and ~ll dralnfleld lines. The length of each IndIvidual
dralnfleld line shall be shown as well as the total number
of lIneal feet of dralnfleld line. The locatIon of any
unusual construction features such as drops (In the
drainfleld 1 ines) must be clearly Indicated and distances
between any dralnfield lines and the edges of any cuts,
banks, terraces, foundations, property lInes, lakes,
streams, wells, drIveways, waterlines, walks or fills shall
be given In feet.
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2. Location, size, shape, and placement of the building on the buildinq
si te showing its relations to the sewage disposal system and to any
easements, underground oil storage tanks, water service supply lines,
and property lines.

3. Location, direction of flow, and discharge point of all ground or
surface water interception drains.

4. Orientation of drawing with north direction by arrow.

5. Clearly indicated scale. Recommended scale is one inch equals twenty
feet. Scales utilizing ratios in excess of one inch equals thirty
feet are not acceptable.

6. The relative elevations of the plumbing stub outlet, the outlet invert
of the septic tarik, the outlet inverts of the distribution box, and the
finished ground grade of the drainfield area may be required at the
discretion of the Director of Public Health.

SECTION 6. PERCOLATION TEST AND SOIL' LOG INSTRUCTIONS.

REQUIREMENTS FOR INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS.

Soil L09:

1. A log of the soils must be submitted which will show soil types
encountered in the drainfield at least one foot below the level of the
bottcm of the propcis8d drainfi~ld tr~nch or a minimum of four fe~t
below the final grade, whichever is deeper. The log must describe so~~
type and depth of each type. Classification may be in general terms
such as loose sand, cemented sand, sandy silt, silt clay, silt, clay
hardpan, claypan, rock, etc., or classification may be in specific terms
such as "Alderwood gravelly loam" or "Buckley clay loam" as described
in U. S. Department of Agriculture soil map.

2. Soil logs for single famly residences must be made from two or more
testholes located in representative parts of the drainfield area and
must be separated by at least 20 feet. The size of the hole is relatively
unimportant, but should be of sufficient diameter for the observer to
obtain representative samples from the soil profile and determine color,
texture, structure, and, in addition, elevation of water table if it is
encountered. Drainfield areas larger than for single family residences
must have at least one soil log for every 1,500 square feet and in no
case shaii there be less than two soil logs.

* A single family dwelling is a three bedroom horne with a maximum of six
perrneht occupants. (Add 1/3 more drainfield for each additional bedroom.)

No lot shall be accepted that is not sufficiently large for a 50\ drainfield
reserve area.
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3. Requirements for apr i'(Nal include a mi nimum depth in the drainfield of
fot.r feet of rsi:,:,:::iLji~ ~oil overlying any impenneable layer, any
cer,i(',¡terì L:iyer or ~""rlyi.ng the ground water table, or the elcva'.:ion of
ground water duri.ng U:e wet season. Where conditions p'?nni t this
minimui,i depth m:iy be attained ...Jth the use of permeable cover material
not to exceed 18 inches: provided, under no condition shall there be
less th,:n 3G incr.cs of origi.nal penneable soil overlyinq aii,! imperrreable
layer or ground ~,3tCL t~bl~ and in no case shall a sysLem be designed
wlì'~r,:~in t:',e dr3:!-ficl.C', or filtùr material is located in the cc','er
mau,:ri¿iì.. !~~~..~- ,,-,:;1 of a s,ite usinq fill can on~i:e rrade b~i the
f'c;"rd ,::f R..~vif"'-_

Percç,iati:~:1 '~'-_'~'"

.). ~J_:2~ ~..1~ld l:,~,c,'1t~'~~,,_r,f ,'¡.'c'~"ó-;; A ininimu.11 of three percolation tests, in
,-",kliti,:):- to ~h,-' ;,o,Ll :i:Jg hGies, and more if needed, t,o reveal rcpresenta-
t¡,ve ccr.di tions, sha 1 j, be mi'de in separate test holes spåced uni f,:LTily
over U\e pr0rO~~" c: dr¿;infie Id 5i te. Drainfield areas larger :.han fOT
single fa¡¡niy residE,'¡CP'S must. have a:: least one percolation test ::::n
every 1 f 500 square ice t and in no case shall there be less than 3
percolation tests. Pcrcoli~tion tests shall Ì::.n run in the 0xistirin-

undisti.::bed soil c:r.:ì snall not be less thar. 18 incl1es deep ~n t.he actual
drainfield ar~~.

5. "l/:";e of ':\~ s t Ho ì " ;_~.å. "__ ._~
from 4 to 12 in~hes i
absorpt ion tri;:i'.:n.

, '1 ;jr bore the holes \n th horizontal dimensions of
¿,:,,-: vertical sides to the depU1 of the proposed

6. Prepardti.~n of ,i:::,_i:,."-;', i;~)lE: CarefL:lly 51 rr.tch the bcttom and sides
of the ~iOle i:1 úi-:'c~:' L.: remove any smeared soil surfaces and to proviCE:
a J'ùtural soiL. i:-r:c:rfc1;-:e int..: which water may percol.:tc.. Remove all
loose material ,~~r,'r" th" hole. ¡,ad two inches of coarse wasr.ed sand or
fine grav~l to P¡'8L(';;t the bottom from scouring and sediment.

7. Saturation and :-~v::::~~..,;-i': of t.he ::;oil: Fill the hole wit,h clear water to
a minimum depth of 1 2 l.nc;~e S 8ve;: the gravel. Keep water in the hole,
by re-fi lling if ncres3ary, f~ r at least four hours and preferably
,:)vcrn,iqt t. I f soil r ot:Ì,"r thaii loose sand, has a dry appearance when
hole is initial i 'ý d:iq ¡ soiJ, must be allowed to swell overnight after
soaki.ng period tc. perrnit: it to approach the condition it will be in
when system is operating. If soil was initially wet to saturation,
proceed as in I tern 8 a f te r the four hours 0 f soak ing.

8. Percolation Rate Measurement: After saturating the soil and permtting
it to swell, adjust depth of water in the test hole to 6 inches over
the gravel. From a fixed reference point, measure the drop in water level
over a 30 minute period, refilling 6 inches ever the gravel if necessary.
This drop in 30 minutes is used to calculate the percolation rate (time
required in minutes for water Lo fall one inch).
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9. Where there is evidence of high winter water table, the Director of
Public Health can require the percolation tests be performed and
submi tted during December, January, February and March.

10. Where poor soil conditions exist soil investiaations and percolation
studies may be accepted only if performed wi th a representative of the
Heal th Department present. The amount of investigation and the number
of percolation tests and soil loqs necessary to yield represent~tive
1ntormat1on will be determined by the Oirector.

11. Percolation Rate and Required Absorption Area for Single Family
Dwellings. *

AVERAGE PERCOLATION
RATE IN MIN/INCH

r

i LINEAL FEET
2 FOOT WIDE TRENCH

4Ft. Original
Permeable Soil
Available

Less than 4Ft.
Original lermeable
Soil Available

2 or 1 e 5 s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 3 0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170
3. . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .150. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .190
4 . . . . .0. . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 7 5, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 230
5....................................190................. .250
6. . . . . . . . . . . . . .0. . . . . . . . . . . .0 . . ~ . . . . . . .205. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .270
7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .220. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .290
8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .225 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .297
9................................... .237................. .313

10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .250. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .330
11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .256. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .340
12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .265. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .350
13. . . . . . . . to 0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .273. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .360
14. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . .. . .278. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .367
i 5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 285 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 375

When the average percolation rate exceeds ~ minutes per inch, special
permission must be obtained from the Direcbor of Public Health
before property may be developed with the use of a septic tank
system.

* A single family dwelling is a three bedroom home with a maximum of six
permanent occupants. (Add 1/3 more drainfield for' each additional bedroom.)

No lot shall be accepted that is not sufficiently large for a 50\ drainfield
reserve area.
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12. PercolatiOn Rate and Required Absorption Area for Commercial Buildings:

A. Obtain daily flow estimate by one of the following methods:

1. Determine average water meter readings from similar establishments
and add a minimum safety factor of 25 percent, if not listed on
page 11.

2. Use the figures given in the table on page 11. Then refer to
table on page 12 for rate of sewage application in gal/sq. ft./day.

Type of Establishment Gallons Per
Person Per Day

Mul ti pIe Family Dwellings (per person - 2 per bedroom) 100
Factories, Office Buildings i etc. (add ioa gallons/dayfor each utility sink per shift) 35
Restaurants (estimate patrons per day and add numer of employees) 15Taverns 15
Mobile Home Parks (figure minimum of 3 persons per lot) independent 100
l-1obile Home Parks (figure minimum of 3 persons per 

lot) dependent 50Resort Camps (night and day) ..ith limited plumbing 35Luxury Camps 50Work or Construction Ca.!:ps 50Day Camps (no medls served) 10
Swimming Pools and Bathhouse (Sar.tary facilities only) 10Clubhouse (per resident member) 100
Clubhouse (per non-resident membei: \Y' th kitchen) .50
Clubhouses (per non-:~esident tr:ember wi th01,t kitchen) 50Motels (figure 2 persons per bed space) 50Drive-In Theaters (per car space) 10
Theaters (per auditorium seat) 5Airports (per passenger) 5
Retail Stores (per toilet room for customer use) 400
Retail Stores (per employee per shi ft - add 100 gallons/dayfer each utility sink) 35Service Stations (per vehicle served) 10
Church wi thout kitchen (Seating Capaci ty) 5Church with kit::hen (seating capacity) 15
Travel Trailer Parks (without sewer and water hookups-

wi th central toilets and showers - per space) 50
Travel Trailer Parks (with sewer and water hookups-

wi th central toilet and showers - per space) 100Boarding House 50
Campground (with central comfort station ~

wi th flush toilets and showers - per space) 50
Campground (with central comfort station -wi thout showers - per space) 25Picnic Parks (flush toilets only - per person) 5
Picnic Parks (with flush toilets - bathhouse andshowers - per person) 10
The use of septic tank systems for Schools, Hospitals, Laundries, and other large
volume establishments shall not be permltted, except by special permssion of the
Director.
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B. For ,CommercIal BuIldings, use the following table:

Percolation Rate (Time In mInutes
for Water to fallone Inch)

Maximum rate of sewage appllcatlor
(gallons per square foot of
absorption area per day)

2 0 r 1 e 55. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.5

3 . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . 9

i. . . . . . . .'. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . 5

5.............................. ~................... .2.2

. 1 O. . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . 6

15................;..................................1 ~3

NOTE: A mInImum of 200 sq~are feet of absorption area Is
required In all commercial systems with trench
widths greater than 24 Inches excluded from
computation of the tota' absorption except by
special permIssion of the Director.

See Item 11 for percolation rates over li minutes
per Inch.

Add 30% more drainfleld when less than 48 inches of
original permeable soil is available.

These Rules and Regulations shall be effective as of October 1,
1972 and shall supersede Rules and Regulations for Construction and
Installation of Sewage Waste Disposal Systems adopted October,
1971, whIch are hereby revoked.

Adopted th Is 22nd day of September,

.0., M.P.H.
Director of Public Health
Seattle-King County Department of

Public Health
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SEATT-KING COUNTY DEPARTHENT OF PUBLIC REALTI

Rl~ES AIID REGULTIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION AJiD INST.\LTION

OF SEWAGE l-IASTE DISPOSAL SYSTENS

, Revised Oc tober. 1971

King County Ordinance #931
Seattle Ordinance Number 90181

SECTION 1. BUILDING SB-JR.

A,. :Pipe used for construction for a building se..¡er beyond the building plumb-
ing shall be a minimum of four inches inside diameter and of cast-iron,
vitrified-clay, concrete or plastic which complies with the current U. S.
Department of Commerce Commel:cial Standards for the particular pipe in-
volved or of asbestos-cement or plastic approved by the Seattle-Kine, County
Department of Public Health.

li. ~onstruction of the building seyier line shall be such as to secure viater-
tight joints and it shall be on a grade of not less than 1/8 inch per foot.

C. No 1'1 s or 90-degree ells shall be pe~mitted in the building s~wer line and
all 45-degree ells shall have accessible cleanouts.

D.. Building sei;-;el.-S of 4-inch diameter shall have cleanouts installed at in- ..
tervalsof not more than 50 feet and sewers of 6-inch diameter and larger
shall have cleanouts installed at intervals of not more than 100 feet.

'-

SECTION 2. SETIC TANK.

'---A. Before septic tanks 04 grease traps may be manufactured, constructed or sold
on a cOmlicrcial basis for installation in areas unde~ the jurisdiction of
the depa¡-tmen t. plans muS t be submitted and approved by the Direc tor of Pub lic
Health. Such plans shall show all dimensions, reinforcin8. structural details
and' othei: pertinent data as may be required. Approval may not be construed
Or used in any rrnner to imply endorsement of a product by thedeparti:ent.
Upon approval by the Director. the plans \¡ill be assióned an official number.
Plans shai-i ai_s_o_1?~ -s,gpr¡.itt~,4 _ ror _:lnd:Lldua 1 ..PJ:-i lt,-in-p i~ce sep tic tanks.

---

B.. No pre-cast septic tank shall be installed on a commercial basis except
those which have been clearly and legibly marked on the upper surface of
the lid showing the nwnber as signed by the Direc tor.

-c. ' No metal septic tanks shall De manufactured or sold for installation or
installed in areas unde= the jurisdiction of the department except tho~e
'which comply with the current Comme¡,-cial Standards of the U. S. Depart-
ment of Corcùerce and carry the label of Unden1riters Laboratories.

, .

.

.
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D. Liquid Capacity: Septic tanks installed for single family re&idential or
comwc4cial use, uhether they are installed singly, in series or in a divided
system) must be designed according to ~,aste load and in no case shall have a
tocal capacity of less than 900 gallons except by in:ittcn permission of the
Director of Public Health.

E. No septic tank or septic tank compartment may be installed in areas unèe~ th~
juricliction of this department which has less than 250 gallons liquid capacity.
1. When the anticipated daily waste load is more than 500 gallons, but: not

more than 1,500 gallons, the minimum liquid capacity of the tank shall be
one and one-half times the anticipated load.

2. When the anticipated daily 'tvaste load is more than 1,500 gallons the mini-
mum liquid capacity of the tank shall be 75 percent of the anticipated

load plus 1,125 gallons.

3. TIie'liquid depth of any tank or compartment thereof shall be not less than
48 inches nor shall a liquid depth greater than seventY-~lo inches be con-
sidered in de tcrmining sep tic tank capac i ty.

4. Septic tanks with a liquid capacity of ,more than L~OOO gallons shall have
at least o~o compartments.

5. When multi-compartment tanks or ti;'io or more tanks in series are used, the
primary compartment or tank shall not have a liquid capacity of less than
500 gallons or less than ovo-thirds of total liquid capacity, whichever
is greater.

..
6. The minimum liquid capacity of a tank receivin~ intermittent use shall be

determined from the maximum expected daily waste lçad.-- 7. When the anticipated dailv waste load is mOLe than 14,500 gallons, a
disposal system other than septic tank and drainfield shaii be employed.

8. The connection of a guest house, trailer or garage apartment to a system
~~5igned for a single _famil~ residence shall ~2t be permitted.

F. Construction: No septic tank may be manufactured or sold for installation,
or installed which dOGS not comply ~iith the follo\JinS standards:

1. Septic tanks shall be construe ted of so~nd and durable material not sub-
ject to excessive corrosion or deterioration and shall be watertight
andconstruc ted to prevent the entrance of rain wa~er, surface drainage
or ground i;iater.

2. Septic tanks must be provided ~7ith a manhole (minimum dÍLension - is
inches) or removable cover for each compartment for septic tank inspec-
tion and sludge removal, the inlet and outlet devices shall have rer.v-
able co~c~s or properly placed manholes wi th a minimum diameter of 6
inches, and th~ manhole cover or inlet and outlet covers shall have ade-
quate handles.

.

,
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3. In each septic tank or septic tank compartm2nt, the inlet ~affle or
submerged pipe shaii extend appro~dmately six inches belmi the liquid
surface and above the liquid surface at least to the croi,n of the in-
let sei.¡er.

4. In each septic tank or septic tank compartment, the outlet baffle or
submerged pipe shall extend below the liquid level a distar.ce approxi-
mately equal to 28% to 40% of the liquid depth, and these baffles or
pipes shall extend at least 6 inches above the liquid level to p40vide
for Scum storage.

5. Septic tanks shall have at least one inch betueen the under side of the
top of the tank and top of inlet and outlet pipe or baffles to allO'J'
the required ventilation of the tank and disposal field through the
main building vent stacks.

6. The invert of the inlet pipe in each septic tank or septic tank com-
partment must be at least three inches above the outlet invert.

G. Location of Septic Tank

1. No septic tank shall be located closer thàn five feet to a building
line or property line.

2. No septic tank shall be located under paving unless the manhole and
inspection holes are extended up through the paving and the manhole
is equipped with a locking-type cover.

..

.
3. No septic tank manhole shall be located more than 24 inches below the

finished grade.

--- 4. No septic tank or other receptacle for human excrement shall be con-
strue ted, main tained, or used which direc tly or indi:iec tly discharge s
upon the surface of the ground, or into any waters of the state either

, direc tly or indirec tly, unless the contents of such sel'age t'lste dis-
posal system or receptacle for human excrement are subjected to some
recognized treatment approved by the Seattle-King County Department of
Pub lie Heal th.

SECTION 3. DISTRIBUTION OF EFFLUENT.

A. No SelJage i'iaste disposal syste:n shaii be constructed or installed whiclí does
not provide at the head of each disposal field of ioa feet or more in total
length, a distribution box of sufficient size to accommodate the field lateral
lines. There shall be at least two lines.

B. No distribution box shall be manufactured, sold or installed which is not con- .
struct~d or durable, watertight materials and which is not equipped Ðith an
adequate removable cover.

.'

.
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c. No distribution box shall
efflucnt to all outlets.
or othen7ise sunported to

be installed uhich does not pTovide equal flou of
The distribution box shall be set on stable soil
prevent misalliRnment.

D. No distribution box shall be constructed o~ installed 'Jhe~ein the inlet in-
vert is less than one inch above the level of the outlet inverts, nor shall
the outlet inverts be. less than ti:'70 inches above .the floor of the distribu-
tion box.

E. No distribution box shall be installed which does not provide at least 30
inches of four-inch tight line from each outlet. There shall be no filter
material i;JÏ thin 36 inches of the distribution box.

F. No pinùp, siphon or other effluent lifting or dosing device shall be installed
which is not approved by the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health.

SECTION 4. SUJSUBFACE DISPOS.U~ FIELD.

A. No subsurface field of lOO feet or more in total length shall be installed
unless each field lateral line is connected separately to a distribution
box nor any lines be subdivided unless the effluent is forced into the lines
by means of pumps o~ other devices uhich have been individuallyl approved in
wri ting by the Direc tor.

B. No dis~osal field shall be constructed unless there has first been actual ~
percCl:..:tion tests conducted on the sitcand in a manner as described else-
where to ~e termne the required length of ti Ie field.

c. No di3posal field of more than 500 feet in total length shall be installed
which is not a part of a dosing-type system.

D. No disposal field of more than 1,000 feet in total lenßtii shall be installed
which is not provided with two dosing devices, each serving one-half of the
disposal field.

E. No system of effluent distribution using pumps or other dosinG devices shall
be permitted uhich does not limit the dosaGe at each pumping interval to a
maimum of 75% and a minimum of 60% of the capacity of the draintile, nor
shall such dosages exceed a time interval of ten minutes.

F. No disposal field shall be installed in uhicli all trenches are not of the
same approximate lenßth.

G. No disposal field shall be installed or located which does not comply uith
the following standards. All of the foiiO\,lin~ clearance minimums shall be
measured from the nearest ed~e of the trench excep t #l7, which sr~ll b~
measured 'be~ieen the drainfield lines.

.

.
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1. rlinÍIum distance from building foundations shall be not less than ten feet.

2. Minimum distance from the septic tank and property lines shall be not less
than fivc f~et.

3. l1inimum distance from lakcs, rivc¡-s, creeks, streams*, or Hells shall
not be less than one hundred feet.**

4. l1inimum distance from public bathing areas shall be ioa feet on either
salt or fresh Hatcr.**

5. Minimum distance from salt t'later shall be fifty feet. **

6. Maximum length of individual lines shall not exceed 100 feet unle~s
efflucnt is forccd into the lines by means of siphonin3 or Pumpin3
device s .

7. Hinimum bottomtiÏd th of trenches shall be 24 inches. Trench t.7id th in
excess of 24 inches may not be used in computation of "Ùsorption area
except by peiimssion of the Director.

3. Mïnimum depth of not less than one foot of permeable soil bèiow bottom
of trench.

..

*~~IE: A st~eam is considered to be any open flot1 of water in channcls, trenches
or ditches which discharges to a creek, river J lake or other State waters.

.
..

**NOTE: If, in the judgment of the Direc tor, the minimum distance is not suffi-
cient to prevcnt pollution of the lake, ~iver~ creek, stream, bathing beècli or
well, a greater set back may be required.--

9. Minimum grade of the bottom of drainfield trenchcs and drainfield lines
,shall not be less than 2 inches per ioa feet.

10. Maximum grade of the bottom of drainfield trenches and drainficld lines
shall not exceed six inches per 100 feet.

11. ¥¿ximum depth of cove¡- over drainfield lines including the b'10 inches
of filter material shall not exceed 24 inches except by special permis-
sion of the Direc tor.

12. ~linimum depth of cover over filter material shall not be less than six
inches.

13. llinimUf depth of filter material under drainfield lines shall be nlJt
less than si:r inches.

14. Minimum distance from interceptor drains, footing drains, cut banks or
open ditches shaii not be less than 15 feet. lfucre the bottom of such
~in, or bank, or ditch is belou the levcl of the drainfield trench,
sufficient di~ta~ce shall be maintained to prevent effluent from sur-

. !acin~ or poilutin~ such drains or ditches.

.
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15. The amount of filter material ovc~ drainficld lines shall be not less.
than ti-io inches.

16. Filter material shall be washed gravel - size 3/ü inch to l~ inchcs.

17. ~linimum distance bebieen drainfield lines shall be not less than six
feet except that whenever àverage percolatio~ rates exceed 10 min/inch,
the minimum distance betwe~n tile lines shall be eight feet.

10. Minimum diameter of disposal drainfield shaii be not less than four inches.

19. Minimum width of open joints bebveen lengths ot tiles shall be not less
than t inchl nor more than ~ inch.

H. No disposal field ~haiibe installed unless all open joints are protected, on
top, by s trips of asphalt-treated building paper at least ten inches long
and three inches wide.

I. No disposal field shall be installed unless all bends and one length of tile
at each end of the bend are rigidly cemented tORether.

J. No disposal field shall be installed unless grade boards set straight and true,
securely staked in the bottom of the trench, shall be provided for the full
length of all èrainfield lines in the center of the trench.

K~ No disposal field shall be installed which requires a change in grade and
earth cover unless terracing is affected by the construction of a suitable
brick or concrete drop box or by use of bell tile with cemented or rubber
joints. Such installation shall have an earth dam 24 inches thick preced-
ing terracing.

..

L. No disposal system shall be installed unless the pipe lines be~~een the
septic tank and the distribution box, under paved areas, and within ten
feet of any buildings, shall be constructed of vitrified-clay, concrete,
plastic, or cast-iron pipe laid with uater-tight joints which complies
with current standards of the U. S. Departmc!lt of CommeL'ce, or asbestos-
cement approved by Seattle-King County Department of Public Health.

M. No disposal field shall be installed which, after installation of the gravel
over the tile, is not then covered with newspapers, shavings or other suit-
able material before backfilling.

N. No disposal field shall be constructed, maintained, or used which directly
or indirectly discharges upon the surface of the ground, or into any waters
of the State either directly or indi~ectly unless the effluent from such
disposal field is subjected to some :."ecognized treatment approved by the
Seattle-King County Department of Public Hcalth.

o. No disposal field shall be installed under driveways, roadways, paved areas
or under areas subject to vehicular traffic except by permission of the
Direc tor.

. ~

,

.
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P. No disposal field and s~ptic t~n!~ system shall be constructed, maintained ar
used ,,¡herein the plt:r:bín'; fixtures drain in:. to the system are not sUPPli.~d
~ t;ater und¿,r pressuL'C from an approved source. If ,7ater is to be pro-
vided from a private well. a recorded protective cov~nant shall be reauired
prohibitin~, uithin 100 feet of the \iell. anLof the foiimiin~: cesspools,
~s. privies, septic tanks. drainfields, or any other receotilcles for
the disposal of scva~e.

Q. Drainfield lines ,Jithin five feet of a water line shall be closed Joint
~ --without filter material.

R. Pipe used for construc tion of drainfield lines shall be a minimum of 4 inches
inside diameter and constructed of vitreous clay, concrete, or plastic ap-
proved by Seattle-King County Department of Public Health.

SECTION 5. AS-BUILT PLMTS.

~enever, a designer or engineer is notified by an installer or owner that a
system is completely installed, the desi3ner shall irrmediately notify the
Health Department. A completely scaled and dimensioned as-built plan of the ap-
proved seuage disposal system shall be prepared in triplicate by the desi3ncr
of the sys tem on for~s provided by the Director. These forms shall then be
signed by the designer and ,7ithin ten days all three copies shall be forwarded
with one copy of the Sei;'Jage Disposal Permit to the Director of Public Health. ..

Uhenever å designer or engineer disapproves à system, he shall imediately
notity the Health Department in w~iting o~ by callin3 the district sanitarian
or supervisor invo i ved.

The followine plan details will be required.

----- 1. Location of the essential components of the se1Vase disposal systern in-
cluding all plumbing stub outlets J closed-joint tile beöJeen building
and_septic tank, septic tank, closed-joint tile beÖ7een septic tank
and distribution box, distribution box, and all drainfield lines. The
length of each individual drainfield line shall be shm-1 as well as the
total number of lineal feet of drainfield line. The location of any

nnusual construction features such as d~ops (in the drainfield lines)
must be clearly indicated and distances bet~7een any drainfield lines
and the edges of any cuts, banks, terraces, foùndations, property
lines, lakes, sti:eams, wells, driveuaysj i;'7ate:.lines, walks or fills,
shall be given in feet.

2. Location, size, shape, and placement of the building on the building
site shm.¡in3 its relation to the seuage disposal system and to any
easements, underground oil storage tanks, water service supply lines,
and property lines.

3. Location, direction of flow, and discharge point of all ground or sur-
face water intercep tion drains.

4. Orientation of draHin3 \lith north direction by arroi;,i.

..
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5. Clearly indicated scale. Recorrmcndcd scale is onc inch equals nicnty
feet. Scales utilizing ratios in excess of one inch equals thirty
feet are not acceptable.

6. The relative elevations of the plumbing stub outlet, the outlet invert
of the septic tank, the outlet inverts of the distribution box, and
the finished ground grade of the drainfield area may be required at
the discretiò~: : of the Director of Public Health.

SECTION 6. PERCOLATION TEST AND SOIL LOG INSTRUCTIONS.

BEQUIREHENTS FOR D.\IDIVIDUAL SEHAGE DISPOSAL sYSTEHS*

§£il Lqg:

1. A log of the soils must be submitted vihich will ShO\'l soil types en-
countered in the drainfield at least one foot below the level of the
bottom of the proposed drainfield trench or a minimum of four feet
belo\j the final grade, whichever is deeper. The log must decribe
soil type and clep th of each type. Classification may be in general
terms such as loose sand, cemented sand, sandy silt, silt clay, silt, clay
hardpan~ claypan, rock etc. 0= classification may be in specific terms
such as "AldenlOod gravelly loam" o:¡ "Buckley clay loam" as decribed
in U. S~,..--epartment of Agriculture soil map. ..

- -----

2. Soil loes for single family residences must be made from two or more
testholes located in representative parts of the drainfield area and
must be separated by at least 20 feet. The size of the hole is rela-
tively unimportant, but should be of sufficient diameter for the ob-
server to obtain representative samples from the soil profile anci deter-
mie color, texture,structure, and, in addition, elevation of water
table if it is encountered. Drainfield areas larger than for single
family residences must have at least one soil log for every 1,500
square feet and in no case shall there be less than ~lO soil logs.

3. Requirements for approval include a minimum depth in the drainfield of
four feet of permeable soil overlying any impermeable layer, any ce-
mented layer or overlying the ground llater table, or the elevation of

ground water during the wet season. tfuere conditions permit this mini-
mum depth may be attained \~i th the use of permeable cover material not
to exceed 18 inches; provided, under no condition shall there be less
than 30 inches of original permeable soil overlying any impermeable
layer or ground "ater table and in no case shall a svstem be designed
wherein the drainfield or' filter material is located in the cover
material.

Percolation Test:

4. Number and locations of Tests: A minimum of three percolation tests, i£
addition to the soil lo~ holes, and more if needed, to reveal representa-
tive conditions, shall be made in separate test holes spaced uniformly
over the proposed drainfield site. Drainfield areas larger than for.

.
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single family residences must have at least one percolation test on
every 12500 square feet and in no case shnll there be less than 3
percolation tests. Percolation tas ts shall be run in the existing un-
(disturbed soil and shaii not be less than 18 inch€s deep in the actual
drainfield area.

5. Type of Test Role: Dig or bore the holes with horizontal dimensions of
from 4 to 12 inches2 and vertical sides to the depth of the proposed
absorp tion trench.

6. Preparation of the Test Hole: Carefully scratch 

the bottom and sides
of the hole in o:,:dcr to remove any smeared 

soil surfaces and to providea natural soil intei.~facc into uhich Hate:,: may percolate. Remove all
loose material from the hole. Add D~O inches of coarse washed sand or
fine gravel to protect the bottom from scouring and sediment.

7. Saturation and S~7eiiing of the Soil: Fill the hole 'tiith clear uater to
a minimui~ depth of 12 inches ovcr the gravel. Keep water in the hole,
by re-filling if necessary 2 for at least four hours and preferably
overnight. If soil, other than loose sand, has a dry appearance when
hole is initially dug, soil must bc allo~Jed to swell overnight after
soaking period to pcrmit it to approach the condition it will be in
uhen system is operating. If soil Was initially wet to saturntion,
proceed as in Item 8 after the four hours of soaking. .

--- --

8. Percolation Rate Measurement: After saturating the, soil and permitting
it to swell, adjust depth of vater in the test hole to 6 inches over
the gravel. From a fixed reference point, measure the drop in water
level over a 30 minute period, refilling 6 inches over the gravel if
necessary. This drop in 30 minutes is used to calculate the perco~a-
tion rate (time required in minutes for wate~ to fall one inch).

9. Where oor soil concii tions revai 1 or vihere there is evidence of hi ,h
Winter .,Jater table, perce lation tes ts may not be accepted except durin~
the ,'iet season.

10. Where generally poor soil conditions exist, the area may be designated
a "s ecial Revievi Area, II 1ìherein soil investin:ations and 

percolation ~tudies viII be accepted onlv if performed with a representative of the

1tealth Department present, The amount of investigation and the numbei:
of ercolation tests and soil Io~s necessary to ieId re rea~ntativ~ i
information '\Jill be determined Qy_ the department reoresentative.

11. Percolation Rate-2~9__R~~lE~~ AbÊor~~~o.n Area for Single Famil~
l)'ie llings. ~',

f

.
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Average Percola tion
Rate in ~lin/lnch

Lineal Feet
2 Foot Hide Trench

2 O~ Ie s s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130
3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150
4...,................... .-.'............. .175

5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190
6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . ~. . . .210
7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .230
8. . . . . . . . .: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240
9. -. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . o' . . . . . . . . . . . . . .250

10.-. . '_a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .265

When the average percolation rate exceeds 10 minutes per inch, special
permission must be obtained from the Director of Public Health before
property may be developed with the use of a septic tank system.

12. Percolation Rate and Required Absorption Area for Con~ercial Buildings.

A. Obtain daily f10,'¡ estimate by on.: of the fo110,1ine methods:

1. Determine average ,.iater meter readinGs from similar establishú1ents
and add a minimum safety fac tor of 25 percent, if not listed on
page 11.

2. Use tile figures given in tùe table on page 11. T.,en refer to
table on page 12 for rate of sewage application in gal/sq. £t./day~

* Tlie minimum size lot whicil may be developed ,.¡ith ti.e use of a septic tank
system shall be 9i600 Square feet. On existing plats with lots silalle~
than 9,600 Square feet, individual sewage disposal systems may be approved

if the soil conditions are good and ~he percolation rate is 2 minutes per
inch or less. and if the lot is lar~e enough for expansion of the drain£ield

in case of failure, (to be determined by the Director). In no case shall
.fny lot less than 7.200 square feet in area be developed '\lith an individual
sewage disposal system.

----_.
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;1'yp~ ::cf-EstabÌish:.ent. : :," Ga llons per

Person per day

Multiple Family Dwellings (per person - 2 per bedroom)
Factories J Office Buildings, etc. (add 100 gallohs/ d~y

::£o-r -each utility sink per shift) ,
Re s ta.uFan t5-(es-t-ma-tepatrons-p-e-r---ay-and-add-, -number--f emp- 10yee s )

Taverns
MobHé -Hone 'Parks -Cfìgúre 'rÚItiimúmof '3 'persons per
Nobile Home Parks (figure minimum of 3 persons per
Resort;Camps(nigh t and day )i;(i,: th limi tedp luúlb~,n&Luxury Camps , '.._ _ "
Worko'rConstructiou'Camps...",."" - --" ._'-:~~- __ '_..,
Day Camps (no meals served) '-':.:'" _ '__,
Si;.¡immingPools and Rathliouse '(Sanitary facilitiés only) .

Clubhouse (per resident member)
Clubouse-(per non -res'iden tniember Hi thki tchen)
Clubhouses (per non-resident member without kitchen)
Mote'l:S:::CÈ-gure 2 p:ersoris-peib:ed 'space)'-' ,. ._:-. --" ..

, Drive-In Theaters (per car space)
Theaters (per auditorium seat)
Airports (per passenger)
Retail Stores (per toilet room for cust,oiiier use)
Retail Stores (per employee per shift - add 100 gallons/day

for each utility sink)
Service Sta tions (per vetiic Ie served)
Church without kitchen (Seating Capacity)
Church with kitchen (seating capacity) ,
Travel Trailer Parks (without sewer and wate~ hookups-

with central toilets and showers - per space)
,Travel Traile:: Parks (i;'7ith sewer and vJate.." hookups-

with central toilets and showers - per space)
----. Boarding House

Campground (with Central Comfort Station-
with flush toilets and showsrs - per space)

Gampground (,.iith central comfort station-
without showers - per space)

Picnic Parks (flush toilets only - per person)
Picnic Parks (with flush toilets - bathhouse and

showers - per person)

100

lot) independént-
lot) dependent

35
-- 15

15
100
50
35
50
50
10
10

100
50
50
50
10

5
5

400

35
10

5
15

50

100
50

50

25
5

10

The use of sep tic tank systems for Schools, Hospitals, Laundries, and other large
volu::e establishments shall not he permitted, excent by special pei"mission of the
Director.

..¡
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B. For Co~ercial Buildings, use the following table:

EercQlation Rat~i(Tiæe. in minutes
for ~Iater to ta~ one inch

2 0 r le 5 s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 . 5

3................. ~....................2.9

4..... ... . ........ .. . ...... . ... . ... ~.. .2.5

5...... ~...............................2.2

10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1.6

,Ie,
h_.....ì£-?~

r
,L

lbximum rate of sewage application

(gallons per square foot of
absorption area per day)

NOTE: A minimum of 200 square feet
of absorp tion area is required in
all commercial systems with trench
widths greater than 24 inches ex-
cluded from computation of the
total absorption except by special
permission of the Direc tor

(See Item 11 for percolation rates over 10 minutes pe~ inch)

.

..
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iealth shall then revoke the permit and it shall be unlawf~l to ~se such sewage
hsposa! system.

2. When the work of constructing, installing or alterinG a sewage disposal
system has been otherwise corrpleted, it shall be left open .:nd uncovered, and the
~wner shall be notified and he shall cause an ilispection of such work and such
systeru to be made by a designer.

J. If upon inspection by hiii, 10110\'1n;;: \lior!\: on a sewage disposal systeii, a
::esigner shall find that Such \\01'1;.. 01' SYSH?ln is not in ac:cordallCè wi ih tJlÍs reso-
lution) he sh.ill so noti fy the o\',ner \iho shal 1 cause such c: hZtllS,0S in the work as
are specified by the desig'neJ', ;"Iid b;,,,ll then agaiii notiíy a designer tha t such
~,:ork is ready for inspec -L1 on.

4. When upon inspect.iOlÁ b:i hiJ, following work on a sewage òÜ:;posal systelh, a
jesigner shall find that Si.,ch \\01'1: anel s).'steni are in accordance with this resolu-
tion, he shall so certily to the Dil'ec'tor of Public H¿:al th, and shall su1:ini t to
the Director of Public Heal th wi t1' such certification, a detailed "as-built" draw-
ing of such system.

Section 12. Approval.
1. Wi thin a reasonable time aLter receipt of ce:i:U fic~ tion by a designer tha t

work done on a private sewage disposal system, and such s)'-stem, is in accordance
Iii th this resolution, the ÐirE:C'L01' oJ Pu 1:1 ic Heal ill ::l1al 1 approve or disapprove
thereof.

2. If the Director of PuLIÙ Health shall dis;ifJfJl'OVC such work or system, he
shall so notify the o\',ne1', i:i~:l:n¿o 11Ü, l'C':.U,:'OIlS ío:i' such disapproval, and it shall
then be unlawful to use si.ich Eys'teIII.

3. If the Director 01 hlCllC Heal th shall fin:.lly approve such wol'¡: and slich
system, he shall so notify 'thE: ov:ner, and then such work shal1 be covered, and
such system may be used.

Section 13. Maintenance. Sewage disposal systems sliall be maintained in aceord-
ince wi th this resolution and the rules and regulations of the Diree tor of Pub lieieal th adopted pursuant to this resolution, and no sewage disposal system shall
)e used which directly or indirectly discharges upon the surface of the ground or
i.nto any waters wi thin the County unless the contents ol' such system have be~n
;ubjected to approved purification and bactericidal treatment. ,. .. .' .. - 4. ~ .. .. - . - " .. .. 1 .. _ ".'': ._. _ ..

Sec tiOD 14. PGnal ty . i.j¡Y Olie vi 012 ting 01' f a:i. 1 ing to comply wi th this l'esoli,..
ti01;, or any lawful rule o:f the Director of Public: Ìit:¡,lth pursuant thereto, Upon
conviction thereof, sha 11 I.JU pi.aiisheci by n line of lJot mo:.'e than Three Hundred
Lollars ($300.00)) or by imprisolUiient fm' nol., mo:'E' than ninety (90) days, or by
both such fine and impr ÜSOlj,llÜllL) alia each (Î¡.iy tha t hiiyon0 shall contiuuG to vio-
late or fail to comply \vi tll this resolution shall be a separat.e offense.

Section 15. ;,evel'abi Ii ty. Should any part of thiE resolution be doc lared un-
constitutional 01' invalid fox' any l'('HiSOll, si.,cli dücl""ration shall not u;¡ect the
validi ty of the remainder.

~ection 16. Repeal. desolution No. 16801 relating to sewage disposal systems,
as last amended by ResolutionE No. IG992 and No. 18439, is hereby repealed.

Section 17. Effective D..ite. This Hesolution shall be in full force and effect
on and after S&Læ day. Passe~ this 17th day of July, 1961.

BO~iD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
KING COUNTY, ~ASHINGTON

l~rr'I E S1' :
LiOBr::i~Ii' A. L10IiitlS.
~lerk of Lhe rioard
By: dalph H. Stender
(Seal) Deputy

Howard Odell
Ch8.irman
Eel Munr 0

Hearing was had on petition for the withdrawal of territory from King Count~
Water District No. 56 and, on motion of Mr. Munro, sec onded by Mr. Odell, Resolu~ioti
No. 22874 was passed adopting the Findings of Fact and declaring the territory with-
jrawn from said King County 1ater District No. 5G.

RESOLUTION NO. 22~74
WHEREAS, a petition for the wi thdl'awal of territory from King County Water Dist-

:'ict No. 56 has heretofore been duly presented to the Commissioners of said Water
)1stri(:t No. 56, who after due notice, conducted a hearing thereon, and adopted
rindin§rs of Fact and reco.mmendations favoring the wi thdrawal of such territory and
:istablished and defined bouiidal'i.l,;s thereof, as hel'cdnafter described, and

WHEREAS, said peti t10n Wal: duly tl'ansmi tted to the Board of County CommissionerE'
together with certified copy of said Fìnding's of Fact and l'A(~orflmAncl~-t'inns"nf:!lH:',

i



ROBERT A., i,10RR1S
CÌerk, of Board
By: Ralph Re Stender

- Seal Deputy

Ed Munro

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

~earing was had for the purpose of considering the adoption of a resolution reo
lating to the regulation of septic tank sewage disposal systems which includes
provisions for certification of sewage disposal designers andi~stallers and on
~otion o~ Mr. .Munro, sec~nded by Mr. Odell, Resolution No. 22873 was passed ;egulc
ing septic tank sewage disposal systems as set forth in this resolution.

RESOLUTION NO. 22873
A Re~o~ution relating to and regulating sewage disposal systems
providing for Certificates of Competency for Sewage Disposal
~ysteIi ~signers and Sewage Disposal System Installers, requir-
ing per~l ts, defining offenses anõ providing penal ties.

B: 11 RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUi\TY COMMISSIOl\LRS OF THE COUl\'TY OF KING STATEOF tASHINGTOK: ,
;:ec iion 1. Definitions: Certain words aDd phrases used in this ord inance

unless otherwise clearly indicated by their context, shall mean as follows: '
,APPROVED. Approveà in writing by the Director of' Public Health for Kin:;County. b

County. ..........'" --.- -------- ------ -----___ ___ -----0
SANITARY DRAINAGE SYSTEM. The piping which conveys sewage from plumbing fixtur

c.+d'".£' pr'blie,se'l'eT"orpri y,at~,s~y.as;~ ,.,~~,!i;rP?:f'~;L.",f;:t,~x~!"~' '"
SEWAGEeAnyliqUi, dor, .'l14ii1d'. b()rÌ1ê"W'åst#"tro.md'tpeòr,dliÌ'âr'y...ilvingpI"ocêsses,~'')

liquid or ,liqUid borne, waste'whtcbcontall1aaiiilialor- ,yêgetablematter:iri,suspéns:or solution, or liquid-core liquid:'borne'wastewhichmaycoIitainchemical insoluti(
and which may be lawfully discharged 'into a 'pubiic' sanitary sewer. '" ' , ' .

SEWAGE DISPOSAL. SYSTEM. Sanitary drainägesystems,septiC' tanks~ leachingpiÜ
surface and sub-surface leaching filter bèds,an'd appurtenances; or' other approvec
facilities for the disposal of sewage by means other than through a public sewer .Section 2. Enforcement: The Dh'ector of, Public Health shall enfn,l:cetbì.s res(
tion; he may adopt rules and regulations consistent wi th this resolution, and he
may enter any builòing or premises at any reasonable time to perform any of the di
imposed on him by this resolution.

Section 3. Iietroactivi ty: This resolution shall not apply to any work on a
sewage aisposal system for which a permit had been issued by the Director of Publi
Healtt~ anC ~hich permit was valid and existing at the time of adoption of this re
i~tion, t~t any such work shall be s~bj ec t to applica~le resolutions existing at t
time s~ch pe~ili t was issued.

Section~. Designers Certif~cate.
1. I t is unlawful to engage in business as a Sewage Disposal 3ystem Desibner w

out a 3e~age Disposal System Designers Certificate of Co~petency, as p~ovided for
this resolution, or a ~tate of ~ashington Sanitary or Civil En;ineers License.

2. . The fee for a Sewage Disposal Jys tem Des igners Cer tifica tê of Competency sh
be 'l1renty-E'i ve Dollars ($25.00) per year.

3. Application for a Sewage Disposal System Lesigners Certificate of Competenc
shall be m~de to the Director of Public Health, who may examine the applicant: anL
may dany the application if, in his judgment, the applicant is iiot gualifiet to de
sewa~e disposal systems.

4. The Lirector of Public Health may suspend or revo~e any Sewage Lisposal Jys
I:'esignei's Certificate of Competency if, after a hearing, he s~ìa:l find inCo2flpetenc
ne;li;ence, uisrepresentat ion, O~ failure to cocply ~i th this resolution or the rG
and regulations of the Director oi Public Health adopted pursu~nt to this resolLtil

5. Sewage Disposal Systen Designers Certificates of Competency shall expire
December 31 of each year.

Section 5. Installers Certificate.
1. It is unlawful to engage in business as a Se~age Disposal System Installer

wi thout a Sewage Disposal System Installers Certificate of Competency.
2. The fee for a Sewage Disposal System Installers Certificate of Competency

shall be Seventy-Five Dollars ($75.00) per year.
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3. Prior to the issuance of a commercial installers CertificaÜ' of CO¡:;;.i.~'1-
ency, the applicant must provide a suret:y bond approved as to fon, L¡ 1::",' LolL
County Prosecuting Attorney in the sum of One Thousand Dollari: ($1, Uëì_') l'~;¡I¡;i ;¡,.
to lUng County, Washington, executed by a surety company authorizc~i to (;0 L-"si-
ness in the State of i'iashington. The bond shall be con(1itioncc' l:J;,; ì.;¡c' jj(..~L(:C;::
of the C€rtificate of Competency and his agents in performinb Wor1: gO\'b'll('( :,;\
th€ resolution shall exercise all reasona tIe care and ski 11 anc: sìu 11 1,.11 "
comply with all pi"o,:isions of this, resolution to sewage disposal. .

4. Application for a"'S~'~_.isposal 3ystem Installers Certii ic ,l tt: 0:
Competency shall be madetöti1e-Director of Public Health, who may CXcll:1irw UL'
applicant: and may ceny the application if in his judgment the applicant j b 1:0:
qualified to inst.aii se\rage disposal systems.

5. The Director ,of Public Heal th may suspend or revoke any Sewage L:ispoi:3.1
System Installers Certificate of Competency if, after a hearing, he shall íind
incompetency, negligence'iiisr~presentation, or failure to comply wi t.h thi~.
ordinance or the ru1esand:regiilations of the Director of Public Heal t11 adopted
pursuant to this ordinance. ,

6. Sewage DispbsaFSystem Installers Certificates of Competency shal i expire
December 31 of each year.

Section 6. Permits.
1.4t is unlawful to construct, install or alter a sewage disposal system

wi thout a sewage disposal system permi t. Such permi t shal I be pos teå on the
building or premiseê where the work penni tted is being done, and unless revol~ed,
shall not be removed until such work has been finally approved by the Director
of Public Bealth~ .,~

2. The fee for a sewage disposal system permi t shall be Six Dollars ($6.00)
for such system serving a single family residence, or Twelve Dollars (S12.00)
for any other such system.

3. Application fora sewage disposal system permit shall be made to the
Director of Public Health, who may deny the application if in his judgment the
physicalfeatures,Of'propèrtyon.which it . is proposed to locate the sewage

I disposaisyst~ii~'~r/1;b.èdesignof the proposed sewage disposal system, are not
lyc:,dejua~$0;fj;:~~?~n~J3U7s~s;emd

(dl' A . statement of; ab~orpt1ÔÎt'ddêharactei..iatlcS.,o:fCtìi,so-ii- ás,'.de~ ,:"
termined hY' pei;colati OItte.sts'~madein~ tiiep¡-oposed disposal
field. ",,'" ",:," ., \ ' ' ':d (e) Such' other informa,tion as the Directoro:t Public 

He ai tli may

require.
Provided, however, that Paragraph 4, Items (A), (b) , (e), and (d) are not

applicable when application is made for a sewage disposal permit for repairs to
an existing system.

5. Sewage disposal system perrni ts shall expire one year from date of issue.
Sec tion 7. Where Required. Every plumbing fixture and every sanitary drain-

age systeni not connec ted to a public sewer, or not required by law to be con-
nectea to a public sewer, shall be connected to a private sewage disposal system.

Section 8. Location. Sewage Disposal systems snaIl be located on the same
lot as the buildings they are designed to serve, or, if an easement therefor is
obtained and recorded, on adjoining property if approved by the Director of
Publ ic Health.

Section 9. Design.
l. 3ewage disposal systems shall be designed by a Sewage Disposal ~ystem

resigner, certificated as provided in this resolution, or by a Sanitary or Ci viI
Engineer licensed by the State of Washington, except that a resident, or in'tended
resident owner may personally design a system for his own single family resiåence.

2. Design of sewage disposal systems shall be such as to accommodate all
sewage from the bui ldings and premises to be served, and in accordance wi th this
resolution and the rules and regulations of the Director of Public Health ~dopted
pursuant to this resolution. The type of system shall be determined by lac ation,
soil porosi ty, ground water level and other relevant conditions.

See tion 10. Installat ion and Al terati on.
i. 8ew3ge disposal systems shall be constructed, installed or al tered Oi~':Y .)j

a Sewage Dis~)osal Jys tem Ins taller, certìfic ated as pro.; ided in this 1'2301.,:~ i oil,
except tha t a residen t, or intended l'esiJen t owner' may pei'sonally conS;::':LiC t, iii-
stall or alter a system for his own single family residence.

2. Construc tion, ins tallation or altera tion of sewage disposal sys~ems shall
be such as to accommodate all sewage from the bllildings and premises to be served,
and in accordance wi th this resolution and the rules and regulations of the Direc-
tor of Public Health adopted pursuant to this resolution. No downspout or footing
drain shall be directly or indirectly connected to a sewage disposal system, and
sewage disposal systems shall be so constructed and installed that surface water
or ground water will not interfere with the operation of such systems.
Section 11. Inspection. ',' t. 1. Any work done on a sewage disposal systemp and any material used, may uS

inspected by the Director of Public Health at any reasonable time, and if he shall
find that any work done, or material used, is not in accordance with this resolu-
tion or wi th the rules and regulations of' the Director ot' Public Health adopted
pursuant to this resolution he may revoke the permit for the work, or he may .
notify the owner or Installer to make such changes in the work as he shall specify t
and if such changes are not made wi thin a reasonable time, the Director of Public

"::/':


